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was not going in the right direction, replied that he
was at any rate going at a great pace. The scientific
doctrine is simply that we should look at the map
before we set out for Utopia; and I think that a
doctrine which requires to be enforced by every
means in our power.

This tendency, of course, comes out prominently
in the important discussions of social and economic
problems. That is a matter upon which I cannot
now dwell, and which has been sufficiently empha-
sised by many eminent writers. If modern orators
confined themselves to urging that the old econo-
mists exaggerated their claims to scientific accuracy,
and were, in point of fact, guilty of many logical
errors and hasty generalisations, I, at least, could
fully agree with them. But the general impression
seems to be, that because the old arguments were
faulty, all argument is irrelevant : that because the
alleged laws of nature were wrongly stated, there
are no laws of nature at all; and that we may
proceed to rearrange society, to fix the rate of wages
or the rent of land or the incomes of capitalists
without any reference at all to the conditions under
which social arrangements have been worked out
and actually carried on. This is, in short, to
sanction the most obvious weakness of popular
, movements, and to assure the ignorant and thought-